TROY

Alegendarycity and center of th@rojan War
as described in th&pic Cycleand especially
in the lliad, one of the two epic poems
attributed to Homer. Today it ishie name of
an archaeological site, the traditional locatiol
of Homeric TroyTurkishTruva inl A & linNX
Anatolig close to the seacoast in what is nov
Canakkale province northwestTurkey
southwest of theDardanellesinder Mount

lda

In the 1870s a wealthggermanbusiness man
Heinrich Schliemanexcavated the area.
Later excavations revealed several cities bui
in succession to each other.

LEGEND

According taGreek myhologyTroy was an ancient city in tAgoadregion ofAnatolia In legend it
was part of the Greek culture ofty-states Troy was known for its riches gained from port trade
with east and west, fancy clothes, iron production, and massefensive wallsThe major
language spoken there and the derivative cultures remain uncertain.

Some famous Trojans a@ardanugfounder of Troy)LaomedonGanymedePriamand his
children (includindParis Hector, Cassandrand Troilug, Tithonus Corythus Aeneasand Brutus
KapysBoukolionand Aisakosvere Trojan princes who hathiadwives Some of the Trojan allies
were theLyciansthe Ethiopians led bylemnon, and theAmazonsled by their Queeilippolyta
TheAisepidnymphswere thenaiadsof the Trojan RiveAiseposPegsisvas the naiad of the River
Granicusnear Troy. Helen of Troywas born not in Troy, but iSparta of which she was queen
until she eloped with P& to Troy.

HOMERIC TROY

The city of Troy itself stood on a hill, across the plain of Scamander, where the battles of the
Trojan War took placet KS WO (| £ 2 3dzS
Book 2 of thdliad, with its details of the numbers
and origin of the ships asswled for the

expedition against Troy, matches the distribution
of the principal Mycenaean sites in southern
GreeceThe site of the ancient city is some 5
kilometers from the coast today, but the ancient
mouths of alleged Scamander, some 3,000 years
ago, vere about that distance inlangpuring into

a large bay which formed a natural harbour, but
has since been filled withlluvialmaterial. Recent
geological findings have permitted the
reconstruction of how the original Trojan
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coastline would have looked, and the results largely confirm the accuracy of the Homeric

geography of Troy.

Besides thdliad, there are references to Troy in the other major work attributed to Homer, the
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Odysseyas well as in other
ancient Greek literature. The
Homeric legend of Troy was
elaborated by the Roman poet
Virgilin his work theAeneid

After the 1995 find of &uwian
biconvex seal at Troy VII, there
has been a heated discussion
over thelanguage that was
spoken in Homeric Troyrank
Starke of theJniversity of
Tlbingerrecently demonstrated
that the name ofPriamis
connected to the Luwian
compoundPriimuug which
means 'exceptionally
courageous'.

Rediscovering Troy

The city sufferd destruction and was rebuniiny times over a period of three thousand years

until finally abandoned in the late Roman era. Of the nine major periods into which the strata

reflecting its history can be divided, two are contemporary with Mycenaean civilizétion VI

and Troy Vlla.rdy VI was a fine city with massive walls, broad streets and imposing buildings, fit
for a Priam, but seems to have been brougtht low by earthquake rather than enemy action. Troy

Vlla, a mere shadow of its predecessor, was indeed destroyed by fire botthised in the 19

century.

Pottery

The decline in the quantity of imported Mycenaean pottery in Troy Vlla has been viewed as

confirming a preconceived notion of the attackers' identity. That is, if the attackers had been
Mycenaean, it would hardly b&urprising that the quantity of Mycenaean pottery imported into
Troy should have declined (or so the argument would run). However, it is a
fact that the quantity of Mycenaean pottery imported from the Greek
Mainland during the later LH I1IB period declimesther areas (e.g. Cyprus,
the Levant) as well as at Troy. Some of the pottery, a handmade and
generally darksurfaced class distinctively decorated with knobs and

grooves (secalled "Knobbed Ware")

Schliemann
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In 1868 the German, sehughtarchaeologisHeinrich Schliemanwisited
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campaigns, 18773 and 1878/9) he excavated the hill and discovered the ruins of a series of
ancient cities dating from thBronze Agé¢o the Roman period. Schliemann d&ed one of these
citiest at first Troy I, later Troytlto be the city of Troy, and this identification was widely
accepted at that time. Schliemann's finds at Hisarlik have become knoRmaas's Treasure

Korfmann

In 1988 excavations were resumed by a team under the direction of Profesdred Korfmann
Possible evidence of a blgtwas found in the form of -

arrowheads found in layers dated to the early 12th century |
BCE. The question of Troy's status in the Bronze Age world
been the subject of a sometimes acerbic debate between
Korfmann and the Tubingen histori&nank Kolbln August
2003 following a magnetic imaging survey of the fields belo
the fort, a deep ditch was located and excavated among the
ruins of a later Greek and Roman city. Remains founddn t
ditch were dated to the late Bronze Age, the alleged time of
Homeric Troy. It is claimed by Korfmann that the ditch may have once marked the outer defences
of a much larger city than had previously been suspected.
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lolkoSwas anmancientcity in ThessalycentrateasternGreece(near the modern city o¥olos. It
is located in the surroundiniglkos
Municipality, in centralMagnesiaWith a lan
area of only 1.981 kmz it is the 13#mallest
municipality or community in Greece, and the
smallest that is not a suburb étthensor
Thessaloniki

The kingdom of Jason, leader of the Argonaut:

centred on the port of lolkos at the head of the

Magnesian gulf in Thessaubstantial

Mycenaean remains have been found hege

under the modern town of Volog and there

are a number of tombs in the vicinityAn

alternative candidate for the ancient town of

lolkos is some 5km. further inland at Dimini

where there are two impresge tholos tombs and a Mycenaen towFhis area continued to be
important during the succeeding Dark Age

Mythology

According to ancient Greek mythologgsonwas the rightful king of lolcobut his halfbrother
Peliasusurped the throne. It was Pelias who sent Aeson'sJemorand hisArgonautso look for

the Golden FleeceThe shipArgoset sail from lolcos with crew of fifty demigods and princes
under Jason's leadership in the 13th century B.C. Their mission was toGekttisn Aeaat the
eastern seaboard of the Black Sea and reclaim and bring back the Golden Fleece, a symbol of the
opening of new trade routes. Along with the Golden Fleece Jason brought a wife, the sorceress
Medea, kingAeetes daughter, granddaughter of the Sun,
niece ofCirce princess of Aea, and later queen of lolcos,
Corinthand Aea, and also slayer of her broti#gysyrtus

and her two sons frondason, a tragic figure whose trials
and tribulations were artfully dramatized in the much
stagedEuripidesMedea The place of ancient lolcos is
believed to be located in modestdiay nearbyDimini,

where aMycenaearpalace was recently excavated.
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Orchomenoshe setting for many earlreek mythsis a rich archaeological siteBwoeotig
that was inhabited from the\Ieollthlcthrough theHeIIenlstlcperlods

D ay lejn Gh

| F = Home ofKing Minyas this site is
e D g o R il & 96 located on a rocky spur at the
Mamo N e = g & .
A\ﬂ&lﬂa : Aha{to« e 3 ":‘ SNy north-western corner of the basin
b &l Vagiat ThEDes! oo 8 of Lake Copajs shallow lake.
Kwa‘{gi %z . ~Thespies % . g Orchomenos was already important

in the Early Bronze Age, ¢.2500BC,
: and there are traces of subantial
‘Dery enodmn -
e Mycenaen building under the
A Classical and Hellenistic town
Fragments of wall painting from
several areas prove the prosperity of its inhabitartse wealth of the ruler of Orchomenos is
strikingly demonstrated by the ruins of a most elaborate thad tomb, comparable to the
Treasury of Atreus at Mycenadlthough only thdower walls and the side chamber survive since
the masonry was largely removed to build the Hellenistic thedlre quality of the masonry and
the superb carved decoration of theof of the side chamber are outstanding.
The vast citadel known today as Gla, c.10km. away on the opposite side of the lake basin,
had cyclopean walls of 2.6km, long. Consturcted in tH2c&htury on what was once a rocky
islet; but it is clear thamuch of the lake was dreained by the Mycenaean engineers at the same
time to increase the cultivable aregan undertaking that was not attempted again until the
present century. Withing the circuit there were major buidings in palatial style, togethar wit
granaries and, possibly, stabl@e site was destroyed by fire in the late f2entury BC and
never reoccupied

In the Bronze AgeOrchomenos became in the"1& 13" centuries aich and important centre of
civilisationin Mycenaean Greecéhe rival toThebes According to théounding mythof
Orchomenos, its royal dynasty had been established byimyans who had followed their
eponymoudeaderMinyasfrom coastalThessalyo settle the site. The palace, which had frescoed
walls, and thegreattholos tombsshow the powerof Orchomenos itMycenaeartimes. A massive
hydraulic undertaking drained the marsheslaike Copaid.ike many sites around thegean
Orchomenos was burned and its palace destroyed, ca 1200
BCE.

In higorical times, Orchomenos joined thlgoeotian League
(600 BCE). Orchomenos struck its coinage from the mid
sixth century. The broad plain between Orchomenos and
the acropolis ofChaeroneavitnessed two battles of major
importance in Classical antiquity; eventuallychomenos

was destroyed in 349 BCElassical Orchomenos was
known for ts sanctuary of th&€€harites the oldest in the

city, according td?ausaniasTheAgrionia a festival of
Dionysus involved the ritual pursuit of women by a man
representing the God.
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In 480479 BCE, the Orchomenians joined their neighboring rivals the Theltartsirn back the
invading forces oKerxedn the GrecePersian Warsln the fourth century the traditional rivalry
with Thebes made Orchomenos an allyAglesilaus knd Spartaagainst Thebes, in 395 and again
in 394 BCE. The Theban revenge after their defeat of Sparta battie of Leuctrg371) was
delayed by the tolerant policies &paminondasthe ThebansBoeotian Confederacyacked
Orchomenos in 364. Although thhociansebuilt the city in 355, the Thebans desteayit again

in 349.

In 338 BCE, after a whirlwind march south into central Grelecsip 11 of Macedonefeated
Thebes and Athens on the plain of Chaironestablishing Macedonian supremacy over the-city
states, and demonstrated the young Alexander's prowess. Dédegander the Gre& campaign
against Thebes (335), Orchomenos took the side of the Maceddniaacompense, Philip and
Alexander rebuilt Orchomenos, when the theatrend the fortification walls, visible today, were
constructed.

A secondattle of Orchomenosvas fought in 85 BCE between Rome and the forcééitbfidates
VI of PontusSubsequently Orchomenos has remained little more than a village.

Archaeology
In 18881886Heinrich Schliemans excavations (Leipzig 1881) revealed the tholos tomb he called
the "Tomb ofMinyas’, a Mycenaeanmonument that equalled the "Tomb of Atreus" atlycenae
itself. In 1893 A. de Ridder excavated themge of Asklepiosand some burials in the Roman
necropolis. In 1903905 a Bavarian
archaeological mission undeteinrich
Bulleand Adolf Furtwangleconducted
successful excavations at the site.
Research continued in 1971®73 by the
Archaeologial Service underheodore
Spyropoulosuncovering the Mycenaean
palace, a prehistoric cemetery, the
ancientamphitheatre, and other
structures.
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Athens

X

Little remains to show the importance of the capitakchtheusand Menestheus

Around theAcroploisis the Cylcopean wallshat were thought to of survived un#50BC.

A few traces can be found

together wit the rock cut

staircase which led down into

a cleft in the rock on the west

side of the Acropolos to reach

a protected water supply.

iz rich chamber tombhas

been found on the northern

slopes of the Acropolis

contaning fineMycenaean

pottery, gold and bronze

ornaments and a carved ivory boxnaking it evident that the burial was that of a woman,
LINPOFof& 2F NR&élf OANIK® LG A& NBEFSNNBR G2
Mycenaeartholos tombsare found scattered about theountryside of Attica: iff K™ NA {1 ~ a 2
Spata, Marathon and Menidi.

No ¢ one knows of the destruction of Athens1200 BCbut it was still a flourishing centre

for the Dark Age and Later.

It is believed that the people of Athens were indigenous and not rawecs.



