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Welcome home

St Maryés Classics
April we were no longer to be found in Crosby, but rather
were walking in the footsteps of Leonidas, Agamemnon
and Theseus in magical Greece. 47 of our GCSE and A
level students of Classics and Latin embarked on an epic
adventure which took in many of the most famous ancient
sites including the Acropolis in Athens, Delphi; the site of
the famous Oracle and the Bronze Age palace of
Agamemnon in Mycenae with its famous lion gates. A
number of students were especially delighted to visit
Sparta and to see the rugged terrain and mountains that
protected the legendary warriors from the outside world.

It wasnot i
seeing though,
pupils were
encouraged to

¢ really  experience

the ancient world.
mES | At the famous
theatre at
—— Epidaurus  Holly
Milne and David
Hughes performed

- a section from the
Colleges recent production of the Greek Tragedy Medea to

the delight of an assorted audience of Greek and English
student s. St Maryés also cro
Dwyer as their very own Olympic champion after he beat
several other students running the same track the Greek
Athletes used so long ago. A full run down of the students
experiences can be found in this newsletter.

If you would like to contribute to the Oracle, please speak
to Mrs Moore or email mooren@stmarys.lpool.sch.uk

Antigone

A play by Sophocles

20 vyear 10 students are
heading to London in June to
visit the British museum and to
watch the National Theatres
production of Antigone. Not
only will this prepare them for
their upcoming controlled
assessment but also for the
next Classics and Drama
production as we will be
performing Antigone next year.

Antigone knows what is right, but to do it she has to face

the wrath of a totalitarian state and the death penalty. Set

in Argentina in t he 193006s,
being bought up to date by t
Drama departments as we explore who is really in control

of our destiny.
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| S t Maryo6s has
History Society which will
meet on Thursday after school
from 4pmd& 5pm. The society
is open to all students in
current years 9 and 10 with an
interest in the ancient world.
The societyéobs
uncover the truth behind the
myths and legends associated with Greece and Rome. In our first
full year we will explore the truth behind the myths regarding Helen
of Troy; what was it like to be a Bronze Age Princess? We will find
out about the legendary Alexander the Great; Was he the worlds
greatest military leader? And try to uncover the true face of
Cleopatra; Was it really her beauty that so dazzled the powerful
Romans, Julius Caesar and Mark Antony?

That ©0s

truth is the

a

How many months would you like

In your year this year?
Julius Caesar's Reform of the Roman Calendar

By Dr Thorne, Honorary Research Fellow at Manchester

University and Teacher of Latin

When early societies decided to organise time by making
calendars, the environment marked out for them three obvious
units: (1) the day, seemingly the sun's passage across the
heavens; (2) the cycle of the moon, which gives its name to the
'month’; and (3) the cycle of the seasons, the year. Unfortunately
these three units are not very compatible: the lunar month is in fact
29.5 days long, and the year is 365.24 days. (The lunar and the
annual cycle are also a bad fit, at 12.38 to 1.) This caused a
headache for ancient administrators, and the solutions attempted
by various ancient societies are fascinating to study.

By the mid-third century BC, the middle Republican period, when
Roman history starts to be quite well documented, the Romans had
conquered all of Italy. But they had some systems which can
seem to us a little strange: for example their money (which I'd like
to come back to in a future Oracle) was based on bronze pennies
weighing one Roman pound, or three to the kilogram! But their
calendar seems even clunkier. There were twelve months, seven
of which were 29-days long, half a day shorter than the lunar cycle.
(Continued on the back page)

The Romans brought back obelisks from Egpyt, as well as the solar
calendar. The emperor Augustus used an obelisk as part of a giant sundial
in the Campus Martius
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By gd Crosby
Being Medea at Epidaurus

By Holly Milne, AS Classical Civilisation

Thousands of years of plays were
imbedded into the dusty soil of the
ancient theatre, the earliest
embodiment of the passion of
& thespians past. As we got the
opportunity to perform a section of
= Medea | felt incredibly privileged to
perform the work of Euripides in one
of the original grounds. As we
performed, the lines that | had long
forgotten came to me and the
emotions that | had left back in March
surged through to me. It is impossible
to comprehend the gush of energy
that the old ground gave us young actors but | would definitely
say it was one of the most inspiring locations | have had the
pleasure to perform in. Beauty within acoustics that made the
words echo across the hard stone seats it was a completely
different experience from the school hall because of the sheer
magnitude of the place. | felt /

emotion stream from me as |
was a tiny player in the
gigantic arena. The
experience was indescribably
wonderful and | hope every
aspiring actress and actor gets |
to enjoy the ecstasy of a-
performance in an ancient -
ground because | truly believe .
it is incomparable. o

Agamemnonaos

By Mrs Moore, Head of Classics

The palace of Agamemnon in
Mycenae dates from the bronze
age and the time of the Trojan
War. When you touch the cold,
hard stone of the walls, you
canot hel p
must be something substantial
within  those famous myths.
After all, the palace is real and
so perhaps Homer did not
create a King called Agamemnon who lived in Mycenae so rich
in gold. Perhaps he was recalling a historical figured | have
always hoped that is the case. As we looked from the palace
walls | could imagine Clytemnestra waiting for her husband to
return from Troy, scouring the landscape in desperate
anticipation. Standing, literally, in her footsteps you can see for
miles and it is easy to imagine her joy as she saw the golden

feel

My

(with Sparta and

flash of Agamemnondés chari ot in
home after 10 years. But Clytem
husband was not that of a fond wife pining for his return, but
rather because she could not wait to kill him with her own
hands. Clytemnestra was seeking » -
vengeance for the sacrifice of

their daughter Iphigenia by |
Agamemnon in order to get a fair
wind to Troy. The impressive lion &
gates, still so majestic, would
have mirrored
triumphant return home; little did
he realise as he entered his
threshold, what was to come.

This is Spartal

By Tom Cannon, GCSE Classical Civilisation

Now everyone who went on the
Greece trip with me must surely
know my strange obsession, at
every opportunity quoting the
2007 epic
6THIS 1S SPARTA|L
imagine my excitement when we | ™4
finally got to Sparta and got to |
see my all time Classical hero, [
King Leonidas of Sparta, (for|
those of you wh|
he is he was the King at the time |
of the Battle of Thermopylae). As |
a bonus | got to see him twice in e e
statue form, one statue which was made
at the time of Leonidas and the other
made in 1968. You might say that | may
have been disappointed when we
actually got to Sparta because as a result
of their very basic lifestyles there are
barely any ruins or artefacts there.
Exceptions to this are the Menelaion, an
8th Century BC monument dedicated to
King Menelaus of Sparta and his
infamous wife, Helen and some artefacts
found in Sparta, like the bust of Leonidas,

‘ which | was so excited about. In actual
fact 1| was not even close to being disappointed, to be
infatuated  with
everything to do

Spartan for years
and then to finally
there, even if |
candt se
was like was a
truly  amazing
experience. -

Her aos

By Helen Tickle, AS Classical Civilisation

Our adventure in
Greece was nhot
easy for everyone.
She was dropped,

| et

Advent

thrown  around,
nearly  drowned
and almost left

behind a few times,

but Hera (known r

on the trip as)f

Megan after our

absent year 12
classmate Megan Scott) always had a smile on her face. It
wasnot al |l bad though; she
Olympia, was front row to watch Medea in Epidaurus and got
to admire Gerard Butler and his abs, whilst watching 300 in
Sparta. Despite a few almost accidents, she returned back to
her rightful place on the classics wall unharmed, and while
we would have much rather had the real Megan there, being
joined by a goddess, the goddess of marriage, childbirth and
the Queen of the other deities no less, was the next best
thing.
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